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After success with microcredit programs 
through Los Niños in Tijuana and Mexicali, 
Mexico, Via International has expanded 
initiatives to the U.S. border region by 
collaborating with other organizations and 
expanding the relationship with University of 
San Diego’s Center for Community Service-
Learning.

What is Microfinance? 

mi·cro·fi·nance  noun \ˈmī-krō-,fī-ˈnan(t)s\
 “Microfinance is the practice of extending small 
loans to individual borrowers who have been 
traditionally denied access to credit.” As defined by 
University of San Diego, Community Service Learning Department and San 
Diego Microenterpise Project, www.sandiego.edu/csl/microfinance/index.php

A popular anti-poverty strategy for building 
self-reliance, microfinance provides support for 
low-income individuals to start or grow small 

businesses. 
With small 
loans and 
a network 
of support, 
individuals 
can help 
their 
families by 
generating 
additional 

income. Common microenterprises include 
making or selling products such as clothing, 
jewelry, food, or crafts.

The San Diego Microenterprise Coalition
Working with USD’s Center for 
Community Service Learning, Via 
International and ACCESS, a job 
development organization, are supporting 
small loans to be disbursed through La 
Maestra, a community health organization.  
The coalition is collaborating to outreach 
to very low-income women who have no 
access to credit. The project was created 
to promote economic recovery, encourage 
experiential learning, and facilitate active 
community involvement. By supporting 
microcredit loan groups in the San Diego 
region, the program is designed to develop 
micro-entrepreneurs in order to address poverty 
in communities and populations hit hard by 
difficult economic times. The first loans were 
disbursed in the fall of 2009.   

Get Involved! Help women with no access to 
credit start or grow small businesses. Contact 
us at 619-426-9110

•	Become	a	microcredit	donor
•	Volunteer	to	share	your	business	or	

marketing expertise
•	Support	Via	International	and	the	

coalition’s microcredit initiatives

Microcredit Spotlight

“The money from the microfinance group 
is just the beginning. When we have our 
meetings, I get new ideas, receive important 
information, and create lasting relationships.” 
– Dora, construction business founder and 
microfinance loan recipient. 

“This model, 
which empowers 
people to 
become 
entrepreneurial 
and creates 
a network of 
support with 
other individuals 
in their 
communities, 
can really make 
a difference.”  
Carlos, MBA 
student 
and USD 
Microfinance Club member.

Special thanks to the University of San 
Diego and the Community Service Learning 
Department for resources and program support 
including collaboration, research, development, 
documentation, interviews, and photos for 
this article. For more information visit: www.
sandiego.edu/csl/microfinance/index.php or www.
viainternational.org/microenterprise-microcredit.
html

Fall 2010

Board of Directors
Dr. Phillip Hadley, Board Chair
San Diego, California 
Jeanette Leehr, Board President  
Minneapolis, Minnesota  
Joan Bryden, Vice-Chair 
Port Clinton, Ohio 
Susan Pinza, Vice-Chair  
Bakersfield, California 
Dr. Robert Kolesar, Secretary
Cleveland, Ohio  
Walter Ludlow, Finance Officer
San Diego, California 
William Bramley, Chair Emeritus
San Diego, California 
Marisela de la Concha, Member
Bonita, California 
Jim McLaughlin, Member
Queensbury, New York 
Connie Noterman, Member
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Juan Rangel, Member
Chicago, Illinois

Advisors
Fred Clark, La Jolla, CA
John Glassman, Lawrence, KS 
Peter Skerry, Boston, MA

Executive Director, Elisa Sabatini

Ambassadors
Ralph and Cheryl Broetje
Mavis Cain
Don and Virginia Kreuzberger
Marion McLaughlin
Gotkowitz Family
Edward James Olmos
Elena Rauen

Staff
Elisa Sabatini, Executive Director

Raquel Palma, Office Administrator

Rigoberto Reyes, Director Community 
Development Programs

Juan Carlos Rivas, Outreach and 
Education Director

Jennifer Case, Education and 
Communication Director

Locations in Mexico
Circunvalacion Sur #71
Fracc. Los Alamos
Tijuana, Baja California
MEXICO

Calle 1 de mayo 170
Col. Carbajal
Mexicali, Baja California
MEXICO

Via International ~ Los Niños • 717 Third Avenue • Chula Vista, CA 91910 • (619) 426-9110 • fax (619) 426-6664 • www.losninosintl.org • www.viainternational.org

Via International ~ Los Niños • 717 Third Avenue • Chula Vista, CA 91910
(619) 426-9110 • fax (619) 426-6664 

info@losninosintl.org • www.losninosintl.org • www.viainternational.org

Crossing Borders – 
Microcredit Grows!

717 Third Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 91910

Resilience is defined 
as “an ability to recover 
from or adjust easily to 
misfortune or change.” 
(Miriam-Webster’s 
online dictionary)

The communities here in the US/
Mexico border region have had a lot to 
deal with the past couple of years.  With 
drug violence in the news and a major 
earthquake this spring that left more than 
25, 000 families homeless in Mexicali, 
tourism has declined dramatically and 
devastated local economies. Add a global 
recession to the mix and we are now 
watching lay-offs, unemployment, and 
poverty-related issues skyrocket in the 
border region. 
It is a critical time. And the needs are 
increasing.  
Now more than ever, it is important to 
support initiatives that create self-reliant 
yet creative collective response to the 
challenges. 
Via International with Los Niños de 
Baja serves more than 50 communities 
in the border region.  We work through 
50 outreach workers and collaborate 
with many other organizations to build 
a web of self-development programs that 
address family health and food security, 
microcredit, microenterprise, and 
community leadership and education. 
Despite the challenges, we continue to 
serve and adapt.
This spring, we initiated promotora 
community outreach efforts in new 
communities through partnership with 
Enlace Comunitario. This summer, college 
students built hives to help our thriving 
bee cooperative project continue and 
grow. This month, we launch ecology 
and nutrition programs with hundreds of 
students and mothers in Mexico. This fall, 

we will continue our microcredit initiative 
on the San Diego side of the border thanks 
to enthusiastic support from community 
partners and supporters combined with the 
diligence of the loan recipients and their 
commitment to each other and the project.
Even more exciting…
By teaming up with new communities, 
we are now offering to the public and to 
school groups we have worked with for 
decades, additional service learning trips 
to Guatemala, Northern New Mexico, and 
Dinétah (Navajo Nation). 
These are exciting and inspiring new places 
for student groups to explore, serve, and 
learn!
Moreover, all of these communities offer 
much more than opportunities for service. 
They offer a taste of simplicity, relation, 
and resiliency that may be a critical teacher 
for all of us in these turbulent times. 
Bringing students together with 
community leaders and the organizations 
that they serve, we began a series of 
dialogues this past year to explore the 
issues of our times and the possibilities for 
individual and collective response-ability. 
We invite your response and hope you will 
join us in building a sense of resiliency!
Contribute to the programs or join us for 
a service learning trip… organize a group 
of 14 and bring your friends, your family, 
your church, your school!

Engage with us!

Elisa Sabatini  
Executive Director

“Having my own business gives 
me a sense of independence 
that I want to pass on to my 
daughters.” -- Laticia, jewelry 
designer and microfinance loan recipient

San Diego Microcredit group members build their 
own businesses (Photo by University of San Diego 
and Center for Service Learning) San Diego microcredit loan recipient with 

her handmade purses (Photo by University 
of San Diego and Center for Service Learn-
ing)

Follow us on Facebook 

facebook.com/viainternational

twitter.com/Via_Intl 

  

Follow us on Twitter

NL0910.indd   1 9/10/10   1:13:10 PM


