
LNsum08spreads.indd   4-5 7/7/08   11:27:14 PM

Page 2           Via International ~ Los Niños • 717 Third Avenue • Chula Vista, CA 91910 • (619) 426-9110 • www.losninosintl.org • www.viainternational.org              Via International ~ Los Niños • 717 Third Avenue • Chula Vista, CA 91910 • (619) 426-9110 • www.losninosintl.org • www.viainternational.org            Page 7

Via International’s Partners in the Field
Los Niños 
Microenterprise Program
It is considered very difficult to create 
viable microcredit programs in urban 
areas.  Los Niños annually provides 
about 200 loans with nearly 100% 
repayment of principal and interest. 
Working with a group solidarity 
model, these urban microcredit 
programs have supported the 
development of mini-businesses 
in Tijuana and Mexicali, Mexico, 
including resale ventures, a bee 
cooperative, artisan development, and 
the selling of homemade products. 
Consumer loans have been provided 
for home improvement, school 
expenses and medical and dental 
emergencies. 
www.losninosinternational.org

SHARE Guatemala 
Microenterprise Program
Recently SHARE received approval 
for lines of credit from formal banks 
in Guatemala to expand its successful 
microenterprise program.  SHARE 
provides over 1000 loans annually.
SHARE Guatemala is an integrated 
rural development program. Therefore 
the majority of the loans are provided 
for agricultural initiatives.  Training in 
management of resources and finance 
is also provided. Activities focus on 
supporting families to grow enough 
beyond subsistence living to generate 
funds for other family needs such as 
health and education. 
www.shareguatemala.org

Tijuana microcredit participant opens her own store (Photo by Via Inter-
national ~ Los Niños)

Special Thanks!
Special Thanks to all of our collaborating 
organizations, allies, and volunteers!

Global Dialogue collaborating 
organizations, allies, and volunteers:
Dr. A. T. Ariyaratne, David Arrivillaga, 
Emily Barry, Robert Benson, Maria 
Bocanegra, Laura Boutwell, Brendan Brink-
Halloran, Bhavana Dee, Leia Dunlap, 
Dr. Cheryl Getz, Jackie and Woody 
Crenshaw, Dr. Denise Dimon, Jim and 
Robin Dubinsky, Elaine Elliott, Dr. Larry 
Emerson, Marc Emerson, Dr. Ana Estrada, 
Hannah Evans, Deepu George, Dr. James 
Gerber, Breyn Hibbs, Dr. Anita Hunter, 
Dr. Carl Jubran, Barry Johnson, Kelsey 
Johnson, Kabir Kadre, Dr. Milburne Line, 
John Loggins, Lyusyena Kirakosyan, Arjuna 
Krishnaratne, Lauren and Susan Leach, 
Dr. Doreen Mattingly, Patricia McCabe, 
Cara McMahon, Katy Morikawa, Stefan 
Morikawa, Susan and Andy Morikawa, 
Dr. Mary Rose Mueller, Lisa Mulaney, 
Chris Nayve, Bob Nicholson, Dr. Jerzy 
Nowak, Patrick Oliveri, Dr. Gail Perez, Dr. 
Ramona Perez, Charles Pope, Sr. Barbara 
Quinn, Parminder Randhawa, Katie Rose, 
Celisse Ruiz, Elisa Sabatini, Mark Sabatini, 
Ruth Soberanes, Max Stevenson, Katie 
Teague, Vera Brown Tucker, Kathy and 
Javier Vargas, Dr. Denese Vlosky, and Dana 
Wilcox, plus the Community Foundation 
of the New River Valley, University 
of San Diego 
(including Center for 
Community Service 
Learning, Joan B. 
Croc Institute for 
Peace and Justice, 
TransBorder Institute, 
Ahler’s School of 
International Business, 
International Studies 
Department, Ethnic 
Studies Department, School of Nursing, 
and School of Leadership and Education 
Sciences), Virginia Tech University 
(including the Center for Student 
Engagement and Community Partnerships, 
Center for Peace Studies and Violence 
Prevention, and the Institute for Policy and 
Governance), 
San Diego State University (including the 
Departments of Arts and Letters, Latin 
American Studies, Women’s Studies, 
International Business Studies, and Native 
American Scholars Counseling Program), 
and the University of California San Diego 
(including the Center for Global Volunteer 
Services).

San Diego border region allies and 
volunteers: 
Ismael Avilez, Tommie Camarillo, Victor 
Clark, Catherine Corral, Elena Cruz, John 
Fanestil, Amy Gunderson, Juan Manuel 
Yi Echaury, Rosa Olga Navarro, Victor 
Ochoa, Lizeth Perla Padilla, Ana Gabriela 
Perez, Dr. Alberto Pulido, Ramon Chunky 
Sanchez, Dr. David Shirk, Carolyn Smyth, 
Mario Torero, and Arturo Torres. 

San Diego/Mexico/Guatemala 
collaborating organizations:  
Access, American Friends Service 
Committee, Amigos Car Club, Border 
Angels, Casa Familiar, Centro Culltural 
de la Raza, Chicano Park Steering 
Committee, Christ Lutheran Church, 
City Heights Community Development 
Corporation, Enlace Comunitario, 
Francis Parker Peacemakers, Fundacion 
Comunitario Queretero, International 
Rescue Committee, Jacobs Family 
Foundation, Kilo de Ayuda, La Maestra, 
Milpa Organica, New Roots Community 
Farm, Nile Sisters, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish, Saint Charles Parish, San Diego 
Foundation 4 Change, San Diego 
Microfinance Alliance, San Diego State 
University, SHARE Guatemala, Simon 
Fraser University, Southwest Key Program, 
TranscenDANCE Youth Arts Project, 
Universidad Iberoamericana, University 

of California San Diego, 
University of San Diego, 
and Urbi.

NEW New Mexico allies and volunteers: 
Marcy Andrews, Emigdio Ballon, Clayton 
Barker, Graham Beyale, Bertha Benally, 
Herbert Benally, Rebecca Belletto, Bailey 
and Madison Brown, Marcie Brown, 
Stephanie Brown, Larry and Margie 
Case, Erin Coffey, Sue Coffey, Clarise 
Cole, Colin Daly, Gloria Emerson, 
Larry Emerson, John Fastwolf, Sheri 
Foah, Sierra Frank-Ignacio, Rakushin 
Frankowski, Tony Goldtooth, Jessie 
Goodnough, Lydia Harutoonian, Amanda 
Hass, Louie Hena, Lynne Hendrick, Julie 
Jennerjahn, Forest Joe, Marie Joe, Randy 
John, Lyla June Johnston, Barbara Judy, 
Tina Leonard, Norbert Lino, Larry and 
Deborah Littlebird , Sean Lowe, Elayne 
and Art Lowe, Peter Mackeness, Carmen 
MacKenzie, Duane Manus, David 
Martinez, Paul Mayer, Pat McCabe, Dawn 
Mirabal, Allan Messinger, Jolene Montoya, 
Gailey Morgan, Chad Morse, Marcia 
Orlowski-Mancuso, Gerald Naylor, Nern, 
Carmen Pacheco, Eberth Reynolds, Mary 
Rose, Roberta Salazar, Soledad Santiago, 
Carolyn and John Stephenson, Wendy and 
Clinton Thunderchief, Jonathan Tremblay, 
Shirley Trujillo, Carol Weahkee, Peregrin 
Whitehurst, and Santana Yazzie.

NEW New Mexico collaborating 
organizations: 
Agua Fria Community Farm, Bandelier 
National Monument, Centro Comunidad, 
Hamaatsa, Miranda Canyon CSA, Mujeres 

Sin Fronteras, Red Willow 
Educational Center, Rivers and 
Birds, Shiprock Drop In Center, 
Saint James Episcopal Church, 
San Francisco de Assisi Church, 
Santa Fe Presbyterian Church, 
Saint Francis Cathedral, Santa 
Maria de la Paz Church, Taos 
Youth and Family Center, The 
Snow Mansion, Tesuque Farm, 
Tinas Burritas, and Upaya 
Monestary.

Special Thanks for assistance in 
production of this newsletter to 
Amy Heflinger of Aha Creative 
and Mike Rinna of San Diego 
Printers. 

(Recycled paper used in the 
printing of this newsletter.)

“My husband and I were married 
in July and just moved to Los 
Angeles to start grad school at 
UCLA.  I got into the Masters in 
Public Health program, thanks 
to a lot of practical experience 
including my time at Via 
International.  Thank you so 
much for the opportunity!” 
-- Rebekah Mark Dell 

Rebekah Mark Dell and Elisa Sabatini celebrate completion of archiving proj-
ect at the Via headquarters in Chula Vista, California. (Photo by J. Case)

Highlights from the Border Region
A new partnership has 
been formed with Enlace 
Comunitario in Baja 
California!  

Born and raised in Mexicali, 
Mexico, Ana Gabriela Perez, 
a graduate of the University 
of San Diego, was inspired 
to establish a humanitarian 
community development 
organization thanks to her 
experience as a former Via 
service learning volunteer.  
Enlace Comunitario works 
to improve the environment 
of housing projects 
constructed by Urbi development company in Mexico. 
Via International ~ Los Niños is providing nutrition and 
ecology education for Enlace Comunitario in their housing 

and community development 
projects.

In July, the Formation and 
Education of Promotoras 
Comunitarias (Community 
Outreach Workers) from 
Via International ~ Los 
Niños collaborated with the 
IberoAmericana University, 
Enlace Comunitario and 
Urbi to host a breakfast for 
graduates and participants in 
the program.  More than 200 
women participated in the 
alumni breakfast, shared updates 
on their current activities as 

graduates, and learned about the new sustainable city, Valle de 
San Pedro, being constructed east of Tijuana. 

More than 200 Via International ~ Los Niños Community Outreach Workers gather in Mexico 
for Promotora Dialogue and Breakfast, July 2010.  (Photo by Veronica Gonzalez, Instructor for 
Via International Promotora Program)

Follow us on Facebook 
facebook.com/viainternationaltwitter.com/Via_Intl 
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